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INFO OCT-01 AF-06 EUR- 12 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
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R 290801Z JAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY RABAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4420 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
USEC BRUSSELS 176 

CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 0485 

FOR NEA/AFN MONTVILLE AND EB ENDERS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: BEXP EEWT EMIN MO 

SUB J : MINISTERIAL LEVEL VISIT TO MOSCOW 

REF: A. RABAT 434 

B. RABAT 6127 (DECEMBER 19, 1974) 

1. FOLLOWING RETURN MINISTER OF COMMERCE GHISSASSI 
SUNDAY EVENING, IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT DURING JANUARY 23-25 
MOSCOW VISIT HE MET WITH PATOTICHEV, SOVIET MINISTER 
OF COMMERCE; MOROYOV, VICE-CHAIRMAN COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, 
COMMITTEE FOR EXTERNAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS; COTENTOV, MINISTER 
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OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY: TCHERNIAEV, VICE CHAIRMAN COUNCIL OF 
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MINISTERS, COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY; AND SIDOREMKO, 
MINISTER FOR GEOLOGY, AMONG OTHERS. ADDED THAT TWO SIDES 
EXAMINED POSSIBILITIES FOR FUTURE COOPERATION IN TRADE, 

ENERGY, FISHING, MARITIME TRANSPORT, GEOLOGY, INDUSTRY, 

AND SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. 

2. LISTING OF ECONOMIC AREAS DISCUSSED, PARTICULARLY HIGH 
LEVEL SOVIET CONTACTS IN MINERALS AND CHEMICALS SECTORS, 

FURTHER CONFIRMS INCREASED SOVIET ACTIVITY IN CHEMICALS, 

MINERALS, AND FERTILIZER SIGNALED REF A AND PREVIOUS 
MESSAGES. GOM HAS IN PAST WEEKS HAD EXTRAORDINARY NUMBER 
OF HIGH LEVEL EXCHANGES: GHISSASSI TO MOSCOW, MINFIN 
BENSLIMANE TO PARIS (RABAT 458), AND MINAG TO BONN. HAS 
ALSO BEEN ANNOUNCED THAT GISCARD D'ESTAING WILL BE COMING 
TO RABAT IN SPRING, KREISKY OF AUSTRIA IN FEBRUARY, AND 
RUMORED MOROCCAN PRIME MINISTER OSMAN MAY BE VISITING MOSCOW 
IN NOT-DISTANT FUTURE. IANUARY 27 PARIS HERALD TRIBUNE 
CARRIES FOUR FULL-PAGES OF ADVERTISING INSERT BY GOM 
PRESENTING OFFICIAL POSITION ON RELATIONS WITH EC, ARAB 

WORLD, SAHARAN VIEWS, DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES, ETC. BELIEVED 
THIS FLURRY RELATED NOT ONLY TO FURTHERANCE MOROCCAN-SAHARAN 
POLICY AND ROLE GOM SEES ITSELF PLAYING IN EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE, 

BUT TO INTENSIVE EFFORTS TO STIMULATE PRIVATE INVESTMENT 
AND LINE UP INTERGOVERNMENTAL CREDITS TO CLOSE BUDGETARY GAP 
REPORTED REF A AND IN END-OF-YEAR ECONOMIC ASSESSMENT (REF B). 

WE JUDGE THIS ANXIETY TO KEEP ECONOMY MOVING IN FACE MOUNTING 
UNEMPLOYMENT AND RISING IMPORT PRICES IS OPENING ECONOMIC 
DOORS FOR SOVIETS WHICH HAVE HERETOFORE BEEN AT BEST SLIGHTLY 
AJAR. 

3. AS CONSISTENTLY REPORTED IN EMBASSY TRADE OUTLOOK AND 
TRENDS REPORTS AS WELL AS PERIODIC ANALYTIC PIECES, 

THESE OPPORTUNITIES ALSO OPEN FOR U.S. BUSINESS. MOROCCO S 
STABILITY CONTRASTED OTHER MEDITERRANEAN AND MOST MIDDLE 
EASTERN COUNTRIES AND INSULATION FROM WORST EFFECTS OF 
WORLD ECONOMIC DISLOCATION BY REASON PHOSPHATES, MAKES FOR 
RELATIVELY ATTRACTIVE INVESTMENT CLIMATE. TO BE SURE, SITUATION 
NOT WITHOUT PROBLEMS: POST-SHOCK MOROCCANIZATION OF INDUSTRY, 
PREVAILING WAIT-AND-SEE ATTITUDE IN PRIVATE SECTOR, AND 
NEGATIVISM TOWARDS FOREIGN ENTERPRISE ON PART CERTAIN YOUNG 
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IDEALOGUE CADRES. BUT IMPORTANT GEO-POLITICAL AND OTHER 
BILATERAL INTERESTS REQUIRE EMBASSY, DEPARTMENT, AND USDOC 
MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO INTEREST US FIRMS IN PARTICIPATING IN 
DEVELOPMENT MOROCCAN MINERAL RESOURCES, OIL SHALE. EXPLOITATION, 
TURNKEY ENGINEERING, CHEMICAL PLANT CONSTRUCTION, AND DEVELOP 
MENT AGRO-BUSINESS COMPLEXES-INCLUDING PLANNED GOM-PRIVATE 
SECTOR RANCHING CO-VENTURES. 

NEUMANN 
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